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SUBJ: GOC DEFINES EQUATORIAL ORBIT IN SPACE AS 
NATURAL RESOURCE 

1. THE PRESIDENTIAL PRESS OFFICE HAS ISSUED AS A SPECIAL 
BULLETIN A DECEMBER 13 INTERVIEW WITH UNDER SECRETARY 
FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CONFERENCES JOAQUIN 
FONSECA. IN THAT INTERVIEW FONSECA DEFINES FURTHER THE 
CLAIM PUT FORWARD BY FOREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO AT THE 
THIRTIETH UNGA (USUN 4841), THAT THE EQUATORIAL 

ORBIT USED BY CERTAIN SATELLITES IS A NATURAL RESOURCE 
OF THE TEN EQUATORIAL COUNTRIES. 

2. FONSECA DESCRIBED THE TRACK IN QUESTION AS THE 
"SYNCHRONIZED GEO-STATIONARY" ORBIT THAT OCCUPIES 
A NARROW BAND 35,871 KILOMETERS ABOVE THE EQUATOR. 

3. THE UNDER SECRETARY POINTED OUT THE GROWING VALUE OF THIS 
ORBIT FOR COMMUNICATION SATELLITES NOTING THAT 
MULTINATIONAL COMPANIES WERE DOING VERY WELL IN 

SUCH VENTURES AT THE EXPENSE OF THE LDC'S. HE ALSO NOTED 
THAT THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF SATELLITE THAT COULD BE 
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AND EIGHTY. 

4. FONSECA SAID THAT THE 1967 TREATY ON THE PEACEFUL USE 
OF OUTER SPACE HAD NOT ANTICIPATED THE ORBITAL QUESTION. 

HE STATED THE GOC CLAIMED SOVEREIGNTY ONLY OVER THAT 
PORTION OF THE ORBIT OVER THE SEAS BE DECLARED A 
"COMMON PATRIMONY OF HUMANITY". HE POINTED OUT CERTAIN 
SIMILARITIES TO LAW OF SEA MATTERS AND OBSERVED THAT A SIMILAR 
SET OF RULINGS COULD BE APPLIED TO THE EQUATORIAL ORBIT. 

5. FONSECA LISTED, AS THE TEN COUNTRIES WITH EQUATORIAL 
ORBIT SPACE ABOVE THEM. COLOMBIA, BRAZIL, ECUADROR, GABON 
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO, ZAIRE, UGANDA, KENYA, SOMALIA 

AND INDONESIA. 

6. FONSECA EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR EXPENDITIOUS ACTION TO 
REACH JURIDICAL DEFINITIONS AND RULINGS IN THIS AREA 

AND THE IMPORTANCE OF TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE RIGHTS 
OF THE TEN EQUATORIAL STATES. 

7. FULL TEXT OF INTERVIEW FOLLOWS BY POUCH. 
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